THE GREAT TUDORS
taught men something about Protestantism that was not to
be found in more learned and profound treatises. They
taught him the power of the spirit to redeem man. Unlike
Calvin, who wanted to take men out of one ecclesiastical pen
only to shepherd them into another ruled by himself, Foxe
instinctively knew that Protestantism is an affair of the
spirit, and nothing but an affair of the spirit. It is simply
what George Santayana calls in another connection the
" weather of the soul." Other beliefs have their dogmas and
their creeds, landmarks by the aid of which the spiritual
traveller can find his way; Protestants have nothing but the
word of the Bible, and the promptings of their conscience.
This inner light needed to be nourished, not only by con-
stant meditation and prayer, but also by the study of the
lives of the saints, and the early Protestants found in the
records of the innumerable martyrs in Foxe's pages a source
both of inspiration and comfort. They were amazed afresh
by the immense power of spiritual passion, they longed to be
given a similar opportunity of " witnessing to the truth/5
and as they read of the sufferings of the martyrs they deter-
mined to endure the persecution that they themselves had
to contend with.
Constant study of the Bible led them to believe that they
had discovered the real intention of God, and in conse-
quence they arrogated to themselves an infallibility that
they denied to the Pope. There are plenty of instances of
arrogance in Foxe's work, for the Book of Martyrs records the
faults as well as the virtues of Protestantism. But if a con-
viction that we must live as our hearts tell us to live led some
Protestants to fall into spiritual arrogance, it also gave them
the most amazing fortitude and transformed ordinary men
into heroes and saints. Take, for instance, the case of
Rawlins White. White was a poor devil of a fisherman
who became a Protestant in the reign of Edward VI.
According to Foxe he was " altogether unlearned," and had
to get his son to read the Bible to him. During Mary's
reign, he was seized, and after spending a year in Cardiff
Castle, he was eventually brought to trial and condemned to
be burnt. When the day of execution came, White put on
what he called his " wedding garment," which was his shirt,
and protested against the large troop of guards that had
been sent to carry him to the stake, for, he said, he had no
wish to escape and thanked God that " He hath made me
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